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Project Overview 

In researching my dissertation project, I used my 

scholarship funding to undertake my field work, 

which required travelling across the UK. I made 

multiple trips to the Lake District, staying in central 

Carlisle and visiting the nearby hamlet, 

Stockdalewath. Both areas have been flooded by 

the River Roe and its tributaries, as the catchment 

area is at risk of fluvial flooding with high levels of 

surface runoff. This has led to devastating flood 

events in 2005 and the more recent Storm 

Desmond in 2015. 

Carlisle’s flood risk is currently managed by the 

local authorities, including the Environment Agency 

and the local and county councils. However, the 

community in Stockdalewath have chosen to take 

flood management for their homes as their own 

responsibility by setting up community wardens 

and management teams as the keystone of flood 

prevention. This has allowed the public to protect 

their own homes through catchment management, 

avoiding flooding in Storm Desmond, while 

reducing the burden upon the authorities by taking 

social responsibility for flood risk. 

In my study, I chose to try to understand the 

reasons why the public of Stockdalewath chose to 

do this, and to discover whether this community 

action was perceived as possible for the city of 

Carlisle. 

My key research questions were:  

What are the perceptions of responsibility for flood 

risk in Carlisle and Stockdalewath? 

What factors affect the transferability of socially 

responsible flood management methods? 

Overall I interviewed 23 participants at their 

homes or over skype, where we discussed these 

issues through a framework of questions.  When 

visiting these areas, I undertook interviews and 

small focus groups with members of the public 

who had experienced flooding in their area, to 

further understand their views.  

Figure 1 Map of Carlisle and Stockdalewath, 
illustrating the river roe connecting the two areas. 

Figure 2 Stockdalewaths’ community flood warden 
showing me their resources for flood warnings. 
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Research Findings 

I gained a wealth of information from my time in 

Carlisle and Stockdalewath. Firstly, I gained an 

insight into the experiences of respondents of flood 

events, even visiting one home where 3 generations 

of a family had been forced to live in one property 

due to Storm Desmond devastating their properties. 

I also discovered that the relationships between the 

public and the authorities traditionally in charge of 

flood management was highly complex. Often a 

mixture of praise for their contribution to aftermath 

recovery, with blame for the lack of perceived 

prevention activity. Yet the public in Stockdalewath 

recognised the importance of building upon this 

relationship to work in partnership with the council 

and the Environment Agency to best protect their 

area; using their ley knowledge and manpower to 

achieve the mutual goal of flood protection.  

In Carlisle, this relationship was closely linked to 

their perception of social responsibility for flood 

management, where 50% of respondents believed 

that responsibility lay solely with the authorities and 

not with the public. Compared to the 100% of 

respondents in Stockdalewath perceiving that flood management was a dual responsibility 

between the authorities and public.  

 

In terms of the transferability of community flood schemes, the public in Carlisle mostly felt 

that the city was on too large of scale for community flood prevention to work well as the 

River Roe was too large at that point of the catchment. The key elements perceived as 

important to the movement in Stockdalewath were community spirit, including accountability 

Figure 3 The river through Stockdalewath. 

Figure 1 Flood barrier planning created by the Stockdalewath 
community flood warden. 

Figure 5 Flood snakes to prevent water from entering properties. 
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within that community, and the need to prevent flooding due to their small population size 

making their area a lower priority in terms of flood management.  

However, the public of Carlisle while agreeing that their size did make the problem more 

complex and would allow some community members to sit back away from the problem; 

believed the experiences of post-flooding community development could be the foundation 

needed to engage the public in management. This was also motivated by the now realised 

necessity for preventing the floods due to their experiences.  

Overall this research provided an interesting initial insight into the potential of community 

flood schemes in Carlisle and into their workings in Stockdalewath, demonstrating whether 

the public could one day play a greater part in flood management.  

Personal Development 

My dissertation allowed me to further 

develop my communication skills with the 

pubic as I had the opportunity to meet with a 

diverse group of people and engage with 

them. I built relationships with interviewees 

to ensure their comfort in the research 

process which then helped to develop my 

interpersonal skills. 

This research also involved careful self-

management and organisation to complete 

my project on time. When writing up my 

project into a full dissertation I carefully 

transcribed all the interviews with a great 

attention to detail and concertation to reliably 

record the views of the respondents. 

However overall the key skill that I 

developed in this project was my confidence 

in undertaking research independently and 

organising my own project. The Katie 

Wilkinson Scholarship allowed me to reach 

out to people out of my comfort zone and 

travel to meet flood victims face to face to 

truly understand their experiences, while 

gaining an invaluable experience of personal 

growth myself.  

 

I would like to offer my deepest thanks to the Katie Wilkinson Research Scholarship, which 

enabled me to undertake this project and get out there into the world of independent 

research. It has been a fantastic opportunity for personal development and learning.  

 

Figure 6 Carlisle Castle. 


